HCL Foundation Commits 100 Cr
Over 5 Years Through HCL Grant

Our Bureau

MNew Delhi: HCL Foundation, the not-
for-profit arm of the HCL group has
committed a sum of 7100 crorve over the
next five vears through a new initiative
called HCL Grant. The initiative will
support NGOs and individual social
leaders working towards the develop-
ment of rural India.

The Foundation will focus on areassuch
as education, livelihood, health, water
ete. While in the first year it has chosen
an NGO for a grant of #5 crore from a se-
lection of six shortlisted NGOs, in the fu-
ture it could also fund indlviduals work-
ing inthearea of rural development.

Robin Abrams, board member, HCL
Technologies and Chairperson of Jury,
HCL Grant said that while charity is im-
portant, just charity is not enough.
“We've got some NGOs that are doing
some incredibly good work. If we also
add some of the lessons that we have

from the HCL group along with the fi-
nancial capacity we could actually help
take some of the NGOs and the develop-
ment sector to a whole new level”
Abramstold ET.

Abrams, a long serving board member
of HCL added that the idea came about
during a review of the group’s CSR obli-
gations after the new CSH mandate un-
der the Company's Act. “We were re-
viewing how we are meeting our CSR
obligations and it became obvious as
there was more opportunity than just
dolng CSR.. and we started talking
about sourcing, open sourcing,” said
Abrams. A former Apple Computers ex-
ecutive, she added that there are several
NGOs doing remarkable work and the
idea is to some of the best practices pub-
lished and available so that the message
around delivery, sustainability, and gov-
ernance can be emphasised.

The Foundationsearlier efforts include
a project called ‘Samuday’ through
which it runs both urban and rural ini-

tiatives. Under Samuday, it is working
with 54 urban initiatives in Chennai,
Bangalore and NCR and a 100 rural vil-
lages in UP HCL hasalsostartedanother
initiative called the power of one, we put
just one program in place that I am par-
ticularly proudof that lam goingtouse it
some of my other companies and
that is the Power of One.

“Sothe powerof one is 1 rupee from one
employee everyday so its 1-1-1. Atthe mo-
ment we are over 40,000 employees that
areparticipating in the powerof one pro-
gram,” said Abrams adding that she is
looking at implementing the pro-
gramme at some of the other companies
she is associated with,

The Foundation will provide its first
grant to the NGO on Saturday selected
from a pool of over 400 enteries. .0t
won't stop there, The Foundation will be
the bridge, the linkage is designed to be
how ecan a technology company
brings in skills and efforts to help lever-
age,” she added.



